Clowns Without Borders
Clowns Without Borders-USA 2013 Annual Report

Clowns Without Borders USA celebrates 19 years of
joy, play, partnerships and vision.
2013 has been a year of successful projects with our old friends in Haiti, and new
connections forged in Palestine and the Philippines.
Our volunteers fuel our passion for playfulness. We tip our top hats to them:
From our board members who dedicate their time to development and
leadership; to our team leaders putting in tireless hours of organizing and planning
our trips; to our technical support crew providing insights on the internet and social
media; to those talented performers offering their time to perform at fundraising
events; to our performers willing to go to the corners of the earth to play; and
finally, to all of our donors who give what they can allowing us to do this important
work.

A look at 2013
Joy

We shared smiles with over 40,000 children and families this year with 12 projects,
125 free shows and many workshops!

Play

We responded to Typhoon Haiyan immediately after its destruction and brought
smiles to 13,000 survivors just in time for Christmas.

We supported 125
performances this year
bringing laughter to over
40,000 audience
members. This was all
possible because of the
generosity of our donors.

Partnerships

We proudly formed an international federation of Clowns Without Borders, linking
arms with our sister organizations based in Spain, France, Ireland, Germany, South
Africa, Belgium, Sweden and Canada. We are thrilled to be working closely with
Terres des Hommes in Haiti and PLAN International in the Philippines.

Vision

We continue to support initiatives that embrace sustainability through workshops
and presentations, and allows this work to be local and ongoing, while reducing
our carbon footprint.
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Our memories define us, they make us
strong or weak. When I close my eyes, I
have beautiful memories of my parents,
my first dog, a visit at the local fair, and
visiting a beach. These memories are
my roots upon which my character is
built. They help me overcome the
difficult challenges life brings me as an
adult. We all know children in poor
areas around the world need food,
healthcare, but what stays with them,
what defines them are the moments of
color, happiness, and laughter that
shine in a too-often cold, gray world.
Clowns Without Borders understands
this. A plastic flower, a clown nose helps
build the world as much as containers
of food and an army of doctors.
Protecting life is pointless unless the life is
given hope and sunshine. There is no
more noble cause. It is an honor to help
CWB. – Alain, Honorary Board Member

PROJECTS
Chiapas, January 2013
Situation: Since 2000 he has been leading trips to regions around Chiapas
since promising an indigenous woman he performed for during his first tour
there that he would return with clowns year after year. Working with
predominantly displaced indigenous children who have found themselves in
the inner city of Tuxtla Gutirrez working on the streets selling everything from
hand made artisan crafts to cigarettes and chicklets bubble gum.

Number of Artists: 3
Number of Performances: 15
Audience Numbers: 4,666
Total Expenses: $1000

Volunteer Artists: Rudi, Lisa and Alejandro
Partner Organizations: Save the Children, Alianza

Haiti, March 2013
Situation: Continuing our partnership with Terres des Hommes and working with
communities still recovering from the 2010 earthquake. We focused our energy of
workshops for
Volunteer Artists: Selena, Leah and Lucho
Partner Organizations: Terres des Hommes

Number of Artists: 13
Number of Performances: 5
Number of Workshops: 10
Audience Numbers: 1,010
Total Expenses: $3164

Burma, March, 2013
Situation: CWB-USA worked with Children’s Training Schools in Burma that house children
who have been arrested by the state and placed in detention. Many of these children
are orphans and kids who live on the streets in addition to those who have been “in
conflict with the law.”
Volunteer Artists: Moshe Cohen, Soe Mya Thu, Than Htut Oo, May Thet Zaw, Su Mon
Aung, Thin Ei Zin
Partner Organizations: Medicine’s du Monde Thukhuma Khayeethe
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Number of Artists: 5
Number of Performances: 7
Number of Workshops: 2
Audience Numbers: 1,045
Total Expenses: $4064

PROJECTS
South Africa, March 2013
Situation:
CWB-USA has partnered in South Africa since 2005. In a country that has seen radical social change in
the past two decades and also born the brunt of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, we are honored to have
been invited to share laughter again. Alice Nelson, from Canada, represented CWB-USA as she
performed alongside members of CWB South Africa. They peformed 16 shows for 8,000 children and
caretakers. The clowns focused their work in rural throughout the Eastern Cape.

Number of Artists: 5
Number of Performances: 16
Audience Numbers: 8,000
Total Expenses: $500

Volunteer Artists: Alice Nelson & Clowns Without Borders South Africa
Partner Organization: Clowns Without Borders South Africa,

Colombia, April 2013
Situation:
CWB has been in a two-year partnership with the humanitarian clown group, Narices
Rojas. We were invited to send a team of 10 clowns to the Ecuador/Colombia border
to work with refugees from Colombia struggling to be recognized and make a living in
Ecuador. The team performed 8 shows for 1880 children and families from the high
deserts to the coastal waterways as they covered 2000 km (1242 miles) in two weeks!
Volunteer Artists:
Sayda Trujillo, Tim Cunningham, Alexandra Gonzaga,
Cecilia Menendez, Juan Carlos Zambrano, David Moncayo, Mirella Gatito Dragon

Number of Artists: 8
Number of Performances: 8
Audience Numbers: 1880
Total Expenses: $1696

Partner Organizations: Narices Rojas, ACNUR/UNHCR, Humanos Derechos

California, Big Top Steel, June 2013
Situation: CWB partnered with American Steel Studios to provide a performance home
for lower income youth living in violent areas of West Oakland. Directors Dave Clay
and Anne Olivia Eldred provided two-weeks of free, intensive clown training…and fun!
The project culminated in a short comedic performance and a great video. American
Steel Studios offers a place for all artists to come, train and share their skills in an
inspiring industrial setting in the heart of West Oakland.
Volunteer Artists:
Anne Olivia Eldred
Partner Organizations: American Steel Studios, The American Clothing Experiment,
Prescott Circus, Renegade Juggling, Circus Center San Francisco.
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Number of Artists: 2
Number of Workshops: 10
Participants: 6
Total Expenses: $1500

PROJECTS
Colombia, July 2013 / Nov 2013
Situation: Building upon our work in Colombia and strengthening partnerships with
local social clowning organization, we returned to Colombia to perform for children
living in compromised communities.
Volunteer Artists: Audrey, Lucho, WIlmar, Gabbi, Connie, and Daisy
Partner Organizations: Clown Encuentro Colombia, Cali Clown, Pasos de Payaso

Number of Artists: 6
Number of Performances: 10
Audience Numbers: 3000
Total Expenses: $3,153

Palestine, October 2013
Situation: After spending four months in Palestine at the beginning of this year

working at The Freedom Theatre in Jenin Refugee Camp, Sayda Trujillo will be
returning with two CWB performers including David Lichtenstein. They will
travel in the West Bank for two weeks performing in Area C communities for
hundreds of children, youths and adults in Jenin district, Jordan Valley and
South Hebron Hills.
Volunteer Artists: Sayda, Leah and David
Partner Organizations: The Freedom Theatre

Number of Artists: 4
Number of Performances: 18
Number of Workshops: 3
Audience Numbers: 3,658
Total Expenses: $7115

Haiti, November 2013
Situation: Continuing our partnership with Terres des Hommes and working with
communities still recovering from the 2010 earthquake. This time we brought a trapeze
rig for the first time and focused on performances rather than workshops as our focus
has been in Haiti more recently.
Volunteer Artists: Kolleen, Caitlyn, Bobby and Gwen
Partner Organizations: Terres des Hommes

Number of Artists: 6
Number of Performances: 19
Audience Numbers: 4,845
Total Expenses: $13141

Philippines, December 2013
Situation: In Partnership with Plan International we responded to the devastating
aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan. Traveling throughout the areas affected by the
typhoon, CWB provided performances to those who lost their homes, businesses and
some even their family members.
Volunteer Artists: Michael O’Neill, Matthew Poki McCorkle, Briar Seyb-Hayden

(from CWB Australia), and Jpeace Love Circus
Partner Organizations: PLAN International
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Number of Artists: 4
Number of Performances: 24
Audience Numbers: 13,000
Total Expenses: $9605

VOLUNTEERS
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
There are many ways to help CWB! We are grateful to
all donors, and honor those that gave small and large
sums, and those who gave in-kind donations. Each gift
helps us spread the joy and laughter.
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FIN A N C IA L SUM M A RY 2013
Efficiency is the cornerstone of our financial plan as we
do our best year to year to bring the most smiles for the
least amount of money. Individual donors and matching
grants continued to be the mainstay of our 2013
monetary income of $44,579.27. Our 2013 expenses
were $65,661, CWB’s in-kind income was much larger,
with $102,600 in performer hours (342 performer days),
and $24,123 in other in-kind donations. The grand total
of our 2013 in-kind donations was $126,723.
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